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1 Cor. ii. 7. 


BUT WE SPEAK:THE WISDOM OF GOD IN A MYSTRE- 
RY, EVEN THE HIDDEN WISDOM, waica Gop 
ORDAINED BEFORE THE WORLD UNTO OUR ro- 
RY. 


Arran the apoſtle Paul had enjoyed, under 
the divine providence, the honour and happineſs 
of planting a numerous Chriſtian church, chiefly 
of Gentile converts, in the city of Corinth: the 
influence of his authority was oppoſed, and the 
good effects of his labours, in a great degree, 
counteratted by ſome criminal irregularities in 
their conduct and the inſinuating addreſs of ſome 
teachers amongſt them. Some of the arts, which 
theſe men employed to ſecure reſpect with the 
Corinthians, were high pretenſions to eloquence 
and philoſophy, ; 


The apoſtle ſhews, that theſe human attain- 
ments were not neceſſary in preaching the goſpel : 
nay, that the goſpel and it's miniſters had higher 
fupport and nobler recommendations. The 
truths and fats, which they publiſhed, had a 
tublimer origin than any diſcoveries which human 
wit or learning could make; and needed not the 

n 
7 


2 

embelliſhments of oratory and a laboured lan- 
guage to ſet them off: they were from God and 
the preaching of them was ſupported by his pow- 
er. So the apoſtle argues, v. 4. before the 
text: My ſpeech and my preaching were not with 
t enticing words of mens' wiſdom, but in demon- 
t ſtration of the ſpirit and of power:” and in the 
text the ſame argument is purſued. © But 1 
ec ſpeak the wiſdom of God in a myſtery, even 
« the hidden wiſdom which God ordained before 
te the world unto our glory.“ 


The words, you perceive, aſſert that the Chriſ- 
tian doarine is from God and from him only; 
having been formed in his mind before the world, 
-and for ages concealed, or hid in his counſels, 


It is, therefore, called hidden wiſdom, and 
ſtyled alſo the wiſdom of God in a myſtery. 


The word, myfery, as it is uſed on religious 
ſubjetts, is not generally underſtood, and is fre- 
quently miſapplied. It is often employed to 
ſilence enquiry, to ſtifle doubts and to cover over 
abſurdities and contradiftions with a kind of 
ſacred veil. I will, therefore, take occaſion, from 
the text, to examine in what ſenſe the word oc- 
curs in the New Teſtament, and to lay before 
you it's true meaning. Some uſeful information 
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will, I conceive ariſe from the enquiry, and ſome 
important inſtruftions may be grafted upon it. 


You will accompany me with your attention, 
while I bring together the places where the word, 
myſtery, is to be met with in the New Teſtament, 
to ſhew it's ſenſe and meaning as a ſcriptural 
term. It is, properly ſpeaking, a Greek word 3 
derived, perhaps, originally from the Hebrew: 
but into whichever language it is traced, it comes 
from words that certainly and eaſily lead to it's 
true {ignification ; viz. from words, which mean 
to hide, ſecrete, or conceal. Hence myſtery is only 
another word for any thing hidden or concealed, 
or a ſecret. It is obſervable, that whatever awe- 
ful import it may appear to carry when applied 
to religious ſubjetts, it is a word common and 
familiar in the affairs of civil life, when we ſpeak 
of the myſteries of a buſineſs or trade, an art or 
profeſſion. In this uſe of it the meaning is obvi- 
ous: it imports not what is incapable of being 
underſtood, but what, though at preſent unknown, 
by the help of a teacher may be learnt. In an- 
tient times, when, for inſtance, the apoſtle wrote, 
the term was very much applied to thoſe parts of 
the religious worſhip of the heathens, which were 
not publicly performed in the preſence of all the 
people, but reſerved to be practiſed, in ſecret, by 
choſen perſons. It means therefore their ſecret 
or concealed religious rites, 
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When the places, where the word occurs in the 
New Teſtament, are examined, it will plainly 
appear, that it refers only to the ſecrecy, in which 
the ſubject, ſpoken of, had been involved. 1 
will point out to you the particular truths and 
facts, which are called myſteries, and you will 
then judge, whether they be not ſo called, merely, 
becauſe they were not known to former ages : 
but were then recently revealed. | | 


For inſtance, Rom. xiv. 29. The ſtate of 
blindneſs under which the Jews are to remain, 
till the reſt of the world be converted to the goſ- 
pel, is called a myſtery. “ I would not, breth- 
&© ren, that you ſhould be ignorant of this myſtery, 
te that blindneſs in part is happened to Iſrael, 
te until the fulneſs of the Gentiles be come.“ 


Here you ſee a particular fact, that is, the per- 
petuity of the unhappy ſituation into which the 
Jews had fallen, is called a myſtery; becauſe it 
had not: been known, till the apoſtle announced it. 


In 1 Cor. xv. 51. the term is applied to the 
information there given concerning what will 
take place with reſpeft to thoſe who ſhall be 
found alive at the coming of Chriſt. « Behold, 
I ſhew you a myſtery, we ſhall not all ſleep, or 
« die, but we ſhall all be changed.” 
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But the fact, with reference to which the word 
is moſt commonly and emphatically uſed, is the 
calling of the Gentiles into the Chriltian church, 
without any ſubjection to the law of Moſes. 
Fully to this purpoſe is Eph. i. g, 10.“ Having 
e made known unto us,“ i. e. the apoſtles, parti. 
cularly Paul, “the myſtery of his will,” i. e. his 
e ſecret will, according to his good pleaſure, 
cc which he hath purpoſed in himſelf ;”* what that 
was follows in the next verſe, viz. “ that in the 
« diſpenſation of the fulneſs of time he might ga- 
« ther in one all things in Chriſt, both which are 
* in heaven and which are on earth, even in 
« him.”* Compare this with Epheſ. iii. 3, 5, 6. 
« where the apoſtle declares, that by revelation 
© God had made known to him the myſtery,” i. e. 
the ſecret ; © which in other ages was not made 
« known to the ſons of men, as it is now revealed 
« to his holy apoſtles and prophets by the ſpi- 
« rit;** namely, © that the Gentiles ſhould be fel- 
« low-heirs, and of the ſame body, and partakers 
6 of his promiſe in Chriſt by the goſpe].” For 
publiſhing this truth, or fa&, the apoſtle ſuffered 


much, and calls himſelf therefore “ the priſoner 


6 of Jeſus Chriſt” for the Gentiles, “ v. 1. vi. 
« 19., he requeſts the prayers of the Epheſians, 
e that utterance might be given to him that he 


might open his mouth boldly to make known 
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* the myſtery of the goſpel.” According to the 
ſame ſtyle, the affording to the Gentiles the 
hope of glory is called a myſtery ; a matter which 

| had been hid from ages, but was now made man- 

ifeſt, Col. i. 25, 26,'27. © I am made a miniſter 

* according to the diſpenſation of God, which is 

given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God; 

t even the myſtery, which has been hidden from 

* apes and generations; but now is made mani- 

* feſt to the ſaints: to whom God would make 

« known what is the riches of the glory of this 

* myſtery among the Gentiles ; which is Chriſt 

«© in you,“ or among you, © the hope of glory. 


In the firſt epiſtle to Timothy, iii. 16. the 
apoſtle ſpeaking of the great myſtery of godli- 
neſs, immediately ſubjoins- a ſeries of plain, in- 
telligible fats, viz. © God manifeſted in the 
Veſh, i. e. by the man Chriſt Jeſus, being “ ju- 
[tified by the ſpirit; ſeen of angels; preached 
* unto the Gentiles; believed on in the world; 
and received up into glory.” Theſe were all 
faQts, that fell under the notice and obſervation 
of mankind; and, though of great importance, 
ealy to be underſtood : but as they had not 
taken place through the former ages of the 
world, and were lately revealed, they came under 
the deſcription of the myſtery of godlineſs. 
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By theſe examples it is obvious, that every 
particular of the Chriſtian doctrine, which was 
not known before, is called a myſtery. And, 
| becauſe the goſpel Revelation unfolded, brought 
to light and made known the hidden purpoſes of 
divine mercy, it is called by the ſame name : as, 
in the text, where the apoſtle ſpeaks of the gol. 
pel in general, as „ the wiſdom of God in a 
myſtery :** which you vill obſerve, he explains 
in the next clauſe by the phraſe, “ the hidden 
wiſdom of God.“ In another place it is called 
the myſtery of faith.“ In like manner, becauſe 
the apoſtles were ipſtructed and commiſſioned 
to make known and. publiſh the deſigns of 
God's mercy for the ſalvation of mankind, par- 
ticularly in calling the Gentiles to partake of 
his grace without ſubjetion to the law of Moſes, 
they are called the « ſtewards of the myſteries 
« of God.“ On the ſame, or like, grounds, our 
Lord himſelf ſaith; “that to them is given to 
* make known the myſteries af the kingdom of 
« heaven.“ Matt. xiii. 11. This is ſaid not with 
reſpect to any inexplicable principles, but only 
with reference to thoſe plain and uſeful truths, 
which he had conveyed under the parable, of the 
ſower; of which his hearers did not ſee the 
deſign; hut the whole was moſt eaſy to be un- 
derſtood, when Chriſt had opened his meaning. 
It was very capable of being explained, though 
at firſt it was concealed under figurative terms. 
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There are two or three paſſages in the New 
Teſtament, in which the word myſtery is applied 
only-to the particular import of ſome very figu- 
rative repreſentations. Thus, in the epiſtle to the 
Epheſians, the apoſtle having compared the 
union between Chriſt and his church to the 
— neareſt and moſt endearing of all human connex- 
ions, calls his manner of ſpeaking a“ myſtery.” 
So, in the Book of Revelations “ the myſtery of 
* the ſeven ſtars,” and * the myſtery of the 
& woman,”” or of © Babylon the great,“ evidently 
means nothing but the plain and fimple truths 
conveyed under thoſe figurative repreſentations“; 
and which, agreeably to the original and uniform 
meaning of the term are called “ myſteries ;** be- 
cauſe, till the ſubject was explained, they were 
hidden under the diſguiſe thrown over them by 
theſe repreſentations. Thus alſo the doctrines, 
on which the kingdom of antichriſt was after- 
wards founded, not having been clearly and 
fully promulgated, were ſaid to be © the myſtery 
* of iniquity.“ 


On the whole may we not ſuppoſe, that what 
has been offered, hath given you a juſt, plain and 
TatisfaQtory account of the ſcriptural meaning of 
the word, myſtery ? Is it not evident from a ſur. 


The Library, vol, i. p. 86, 
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vey of theſe paſſages, that it ſignifies, not an in- 
comprehenſible doctrine, but a truth which had 
been hidden and concealed from mankind, but 
was at length diſcovered and made known? It 
denotes nothing more than a ſecret ; or a point 
of which men had, for ſome time received no 
information. «© And in the ſame manner as the 
« word, ſecret, is ſtill made uſe of, after it is di- 
* yulged ; (as, when we ſay, the ſecret is well- 
c known;) ſo the word, myſtery, is uſed to ſigni- 
« fy the dottrines of the goſpel, even after they 
* had been publicly taught and explained”*.* 


Having thus traced out the ſenſe which the 
word myſtery bears in the ſcriptures of the New 
Teſtament, for it doth not occur in the Old, I 
would proceed to lay before you ſome important 
inſtructions to be derived from this enquiry. 
And I obſerve, 

1ſt, That the New Teſtament giveth no coun- 
tenance to the common notions concerning myſ- 
teries in religion ; meaning thereby inexplicable 
and incomprehenſible dottrines. -Theſe are, un- 
doubtedly, with reſpect to the ways as well as 
the nature of God, points, at which enquiry muſt 
ſtop ; which not only puzzle but baffle the ca- 


gen Mordecai's Letters, 8vo, vol, 2. p. 895. 
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pacities of the human mind. The myſteries of 
the goſpel are not of this kind. They are truths 
or facts, which for ages were totally unknown 
and were afterwards revealed, and, when pub- 
iſhed; were eaſy to be underſtood. The word, 
myſtery, in the ſcripture ſenſe does not refer to 
the difficulties in which a queſtion may be in- 
volved; but to a total ignorance of a principle, 


till it is declared. It relates not to the compre- 


henfion but to the diſcovery of a doctrine. 


In.after ages the word obtained another mean- 
ing. It was firſt of all and in an early period. of 
the Chriſtian church, applied to the Lord's ſup- 
per: becauſe that inftitution was obſerved in 
private by Chriſtians, and concealed from the 
unbelievers, who were not permitted to be pre- 
ſent at it. In the fourth century, with a view to 
filence the objections, which it was found not eaſy 


to anſwer, the doctrine of the Trinity was called 


a myſtery, as inexplicable by reaſon and to be 
received by faith only: and whatever is incom- 
prehenfible in Nature was then firſt adduced as 
an argument for acquieſcing in unintelligible 
prineiples of theology“. Since that time great 
uſe has been made of this argument, and the 
word, myſtery, always, I conceive, conveys, to the 


v Prieſtley's Hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church, v. 2. p. 330» 


(1) 


minds of the generality, the idea of a doctrine 
that is above our underſtanding. 


If no harm aroſe from affixing a miſtaken 
meaning to the word, the error would not re- 
quire or merit much notice. But the evil 18, 
that men are by the uſe of this term, deterred 
from examining religious principles under this 
notion, that to attempt an explanation of them 
would be uſeleſs or profane. Not Papiſts only, 
but even Proteſtants have their underſtandings 
enſlaved by it. It became an engine by which to 
work on, and gain over, the credulity of the 
multitude; and is made a ſanction to abſurdity 
and nonſenſe and a cloak for ignorance, Chriſ- 
tianity itfelf, under the idea of it's containing and 
inculcating ſuch myſteries as are contrary to 
ſenſe and reaſon, becomes the ſubject of deriſion 
'and contempt. When after all this ſenſe of the 
word, as ſignifying a propoſition which is inex- 
plicable, is very remote from the original mean- 
ing of it, was introduced in the corrupt ages of 
-Chriſtianity, has been employed to protect from 
examination it's groſſeſt corruptions, and, ſo far 
from being a true one, will not agree with any 
one text of the New Teſtament. 


2dly. I would obſerve, from this ſubjeft, the 
great importance of having recourſe to the fcrip- 


(12) 
tures, and of comparing them together on ſubjeQs 
of religious enquiry. The indolence and credu- 


 lity of mankind too eaſily diſpoſe them to acqui- 


efce in the truth of many opinions, merely becauſe 
they have been generally received and confi- 


dently aſſerted. It is taken for granted, things 


are, as they are often repreſented to be. Becauſe 


men are frequently told, that ſuch and ſuch prin- 


ciples are myſteries and therefore above their 
comprehenſion, and to be received with implicit 
ſubmiſſion, it is ſuppoſed, that this meaning of 
the word is borrowed from the New Teſtament. 
But, when we examine the places, where it oc- 
curs, you ſee it bears no ſuch meaning in them: 


but only denotes ſomething, that had been a 


ſecret or ee 


The Gs of the true ſignification of ſo 


common a word, and which though apparently 


drawn from ſcripture, is almoſt always uſed in 
an unſcriptural ſenſe, may ſurpriſe the mind. 


It is certainly an inſtructive warning, how ve 


ſuffer ourſelves to be miſled by common appre- 
henſions: it is an admonition to ſearch and ex- 
amine. | | | 


It is examination, that delivers from preju- 
dice, imparts real knowledge and produces ra- 
tional conviction, It is examination, which 
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corretts error, leads to truth and pours light 
upon the mind. Becauſe a term is familiar to 
the ears, therefore it is ſuppoſed, that it is un- 
derſtood. Becauſe the ſcriptures are often 
quoted and whole chapters often read, it is con- 
cluded, that we are well acquainted with their 
contents. But would men be at pains, to f. 
down and trace that word, of the meaning of 
which they are ſo confident, to it's original uſe 
and through the different places of ſcripture, in 
which it is to be met with ; would they colle& 
together the texts, that relate to one point, ex- 
amine the connexion in which they ſtand and 
compare one paſſage with another, as we have 
now attempted to do, their miſtakes would be 
retified and they would gain a degree of know- 
ledge and information, of which ___ have no 
conception. 


This is the caſe with the point before us. By 
bringing together the places, in which the word, 
myſtery, is found, it appears that the common 
ideas annexed to it have no ſupport in the New 
Teſtament :—That the myſteries, mentioned there, 
are plain fatts:—and called fo, becauſe they 
aroſe from the hidden deſigns and purpoſes of 
God's mercy fo formed before the world was; 
which, when accompliſhed and made known, 
ceaſe to be myſteries. This leads me to obſerve, 
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- gdly. That Chriſtianity is a revealed myſtery t 
it is the diſcovery of what was before unknown 
and concealed. The myſteries, ſpecified in the 
New Teſtament, are counſels of heaven, unfold- 
ing themſelves in the events of time. They are 
fats, which did, or will, fall under the notice of 
| the ſenſes, They were firſt ſhewn to the apoſtles, 
| and then by them revealed to. the Chriſtian 
world. Thus the apoſtle ſpeaks, in one place of 
« the revelation of the myſtery, which was kept 
« ſecret ſince the world began, but is now made 
| « manifeſt.” In another place, he ſpeaks of 
| having © received by revelation the myſtery,- - 
| © which in other ages was not made known unto 
the ſons of men, but was now preached among 
the Gentiles, that all men might ſee what is 
« the fellowſhip of the myſtery.” The “ great 
| my ſtery of godlineſs” is repreſented as d preached 
| unto the Gentiles and believed on in the world.“ 
T be apoſtle avows, that he eus or diſcovers the 
| myſtery of the change which they who ſhall be 
alive at the coming of Chriſt, ſhall undergo : 
and he prays, © that a door of utterance might 
« be given unto him,” a proper reſolution and 
fortitude „of mind,“ that he might open his 
mouth boldly « to make known the myſtery of 
the goſpel.” | | 


What is the concluſion to be drawn from theſe 


* 
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paſſages, but that whatever myſteries, there are 
in the religion of Chriſt, they are now ' made 
known and revealed. The myſtery, in reality, 
hath ceaſed : it doth not, properly ſpeaking, be- 
long to the goſpel; but to the ages before the 
goſpel. The deſigns of grace, which were then 
hidden and concealed ſecrets, are now explained 
and unfolded by the event and are no longer ſe- 
crets or myſteries. Chriſtianity is the diſcovery 
of the ſecret ; or, the revelation of the myſtery. 


It is our privilege, our honour and our joy, 
that to us „the hidden wiſdom of God” hath 
been preached ; that to us, by the labours of the 
apoſtles, it is given to know the myſteries of the 
kingdom of heaven. All the truths, which con- 
cern the ſalvation of mankind and the kingdom 
of the Meſſiah are clearly and fully explained 
and laid open before us. Can it then be right in 
us to veil religion under a myſtical garb, or to 
make that obſcure and difficult which God has 
made plain and eaſy ? God, in his goodneſs, ſent 
his apoſtles and hath ſpoken to us by Jeſus 
Chriſt to give us the knowledge of his deſigns; 
and, as it were, to ſtrip off the myſtery from our 
faith: and ſhall we chooſe to have it involved in 
darkneſs? when it is the deſign of the goſpel, 
that we ſhould underſtand the ſcheme of our re- 
demption, ſhall we affect to have it unintelli- 
gible? 
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s Such a conduRt is very unaccountable, be- 


cauſe there can, one would think, be no motive 


to it. Myſteries yield neither pleaſure, nor pro- 
fit. For, as with reſpect to the works of Nature, 
all our pleaſure ariſes from the perception of 


beauty, harmony and uſefulneſs; and, however, 
we may imagine innumerable ſecret beauties 


which we have not diſcovered, yet till they are 
known they afford no real ſatisfaction, nor can 


we reap any advantage from them: it is the 
ſame with reſpe& to myſteries in religion, we 


can neither be delighted, nor profited by them, 
. becauſe we do not underſtand them; that is, in 


other words, © they are really nothing at all to 
us.“ Nay, we cannot ſo much as admire them, 
becauſe admiration neceſſarily ſuppoſes, that we 
have a knowledge of the grandeur of the works 
and the excellence of the object. The utmoſt, 
therefore, that can be ſaid, is that we are con- 
founded and puzzled. And is there any plea- 
ſure in that, or any advantage merely in being 
in the dark and having no ideas? — But this 


* —— . 


brings me to remark, 4, 


Athly. That you may underſtand your reli- 
gion, and ought to apply yourſelVes to the ſtudy 
of it. The goſpel, you ſee, is deſigned to un- 


Dr. Forſter's Sermons, v. . p. 177, 178. 
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fold the myſteries of God, and to make known his 
hidden wiſdom. There is not any one paſſage 
in the New Teſtament, which even intimates to 
us, that a myſtery is an improper ſubjett of exa- 
mination, or above our comprehenſion, On the 
contrary, the apoſtle ſpeaketh of underſtanding 
all myſteries, 1 Cor. xiii. 2. and of knowing the 
things that are freely given to us of Gop. He 
expreſſeth his ardent deſire, for the Coloſſians, 
that they might have a full afſurance of under- 
ſtanding, to the acknowledgement of the myſteries 
of God ; ſo that the myſteries he preached were to 
be acknowledged by the underſtanding: and he 
that ſpeaks in an unknown tongue is ſaid to ſpeak 
Or? merely oP want "ou an os; S | 


If then Chriſtianity b hs a ee PEA a 
n made manifeſt and explained, it becomes 
the ſubject of enquiry and ſerious ſtudy. If the 
goſpel be meant to impart to you knowledge, and 
to give you information on matters that relate to 
your ſalvation, it is certainly capable of being 
underſtood, and ought to engage ybur attention 
to underſtand it. Ignorance hath been ſome- 
times called the mother of devotion; but it is 
the devotion of weakneſs, and ſuperſtition.” 

You, Chriſtians, are called to light and-know- 
ledge, to ſearch the ſcriptures and to prove all 
things. You live under a diſpenſation of which 
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it was predidted that men ſhould not yy to 
« teach one another, ſaying know the Lord, for 
e eee tte from the leaſt to the * 
* eſt.“ | 
I have a ſtrong perſuaſion” [to adopt the 
remarks and words of an excellent writer) “ that 
r the goſpel was plain at firſt. It is contained in 
the four Goſpels and Ads, which are plain 
* books. If Chriſtianity is not plain now, I ap- 
* prehend it muſt be our own fault ſome way or 
* ather. A doctrine that contains plkin direQions 
of duty and plain promiſes of a reward, ſuffi- 
« cient to encourage to duty in all circumſtances, 
to ſtrengthen againſt temptations, to give com- 
« fort under afflictions, to calm the affections, and 
* can be eaſily proved to be certain, is indeed an 
« excellent doctrine. This is true religion. This 
« is a pearl of great price, a treaſure indeed, for 
. © which a man may rationally part with all that 
* he hath to buy to it. I ſay eaſily proved to be 
certain: but it requires a ſincere and honeſt dif. 
* poſition. Such a mind with good inſtruction, 
* will learn more in a few hours, than the preju- 
* diced and ſelfiſh in an age. Indeed ſuch as 
* theſe can never receive the truth{ unleſs mixed 
* with other matters that ſubvert it. 1 


* Lardner's works, vol. i. his life p. 88, the note. 
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- Theſe confiderations invite men to read the 
New Teſtament carefully; for it is truely en- 
couraging to think, that the great things of God, 
though ſublime, are plain: that religion is ĩntelligi- 
ble: and that it's principles and truths lie within 
the reach of their capacity. It is the great uſe 
of a goſpel miniſtry to make known to you the 
myſteries of God, and to aſſiſt your knowledge of 
the ſcriptures. You have then every inducement 
to make religion the ſubjet of your examina- 
tion, and to improve your acquaintance with it. 


Great profit and pleaſure will ariſe from it. 
The mind will be enlightened. Faith will ſtand 
upon conviction and evidence. Error and preju- 
dice will be diffipated. Your worſhip, being 
founded in knowledge, will be rational and edi- 
fying. The preaching of Chriſtianity will afford 
you ſolid and pious entertainment; it will im- 
prove your underſtandings and your hearts. 


And, in proportion, as you underſtand more and 


better the hidden wiſdom of God, you will grow 
in the love of God and the love of man. 


Laſtly. The ſubject inſtrutts and admoniſhex 
us with what temper and diſpoſitions to receive 
the preaching of * the hidden wiſdom of God.“ 
You ſhould « receive it as the word not of men 
* but, of God.” Though the matter of our dil- 
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.courſes conſiſts of intelligible truths and plain 
fafts; though the goſpel be a revealed myſtery, 
it is nevertheleſs to be had in great reverence, 
and to be treated with ſerious reſpect. It is, 
though plain, ſublime : and, though eaſy to be 
underſtood, momentous and ſolemn. Though 
we wiſh to bring religion down to a level with 
the moſt common underſtanding, it is far from 
our intention, or even from the tendency of the 
view we would give you of it, to diminiſh it's 
weight with your minds, or to leſſen your ſacred 
reſped for it. 


When the myſteries of the goſpel remained 
hidden, they could have no influence over men: 
not being known, they could not purify the heart 
nor direct the conduct. But being diſcovered, 
being made known, being preached, they ought 
to have the greateſt influence over us. For 
great is the myſtery of godlineſs.” It is moſt 
true and certain: weighty and important: carry- 
ing with it the beſt and kindeſt deſign towards 
men, and leading to virtue, to heaven and to 

glory. This is the idea ſuggeſted by the apoſtle 
in the text: I ſpeak the wiſdom of God in a 
«© myſtery, the hidden wiſdom, which God or- 
« dained before the world to our glory.” It 
ſtands oppoſed to the wiſdom and glory of this 
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world, which is empty and tranſient.“ This my- 
ſtery, this hidden wiſdom, with which you are ad- 
dreſſed, if you conſider it's origin, is divine; it is 
from God: if you reflect on it's end, it will ter- 
minate in immortality and eternal life; it points 
out the road to a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away. 


What merits, what ought to awaken, attention, 
if not that wiſdom; which came from heaven, 
unfolds the counſels of eternity, and condudts to 
everlaſting honour and bliſs? Hath it then our 
ſerious attention ? Doth it meet with our candid, 
ſincere and practical regards? In vain is the 
wiſdom of God ſpoken to us; in vain are the 
counſels of heaven for our ſalvation revealed ; in 
vain is there a diſcovery of the myſtery hid from 
ages, if we do not humbly and thankfully em- 
brace it, beſtow upon it our chief thoughts, and 
improve it to correct the diſordered ſtate of our 
minds, and to work out our falvation with fear 
and trembling. | | 


Happy are you, Chriſtians, in the information 
which you have received concerning thoſe gra- 
cious deſigns, which in former times were not 
made known to the ſons of men ! Happy are you 


* Slicktingius in locum. 


(20) 
in the diſcovery of thoſe things which God hath 


prepared for them that love him: which “ eye 


* had: not ſeen, nor ear heard,” and with the 
knowledge of which prophets and patriarchs 
were not favoured. ' And ſhall theſe diſcoveries 
be negleſted ? Or ſhall the heavenly truth through 


* our abuſe of it, or diſobedience to it, turn to 


the condemnation of any one of us? A ſenſe of 


duty, a ſenſe of intereſt forbid it! nes in _ 


en, Prevent it! . 


